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To the REVEREND 


Samuel Croxall, M.A. 
AND | 
Vicar of HAMPTON. 
Reverend & 1 R; 


J READ your Oonflctation 
l Sermon over with great 
=_ - {= Pleaſure, and particularly 
what you teach to be the 
Nature and the End of 
pure and undefiled Religion, viz. Hu- 
mility, Meekneſs, and Charity, and to 
worſhip God, and him only; to love 
our Enemies; to hate Perſecution ; to 
believe a General Reſurrection, and fu- 
ture Rewards and Puniſhment; and 
that what is taught by the Goſpel is 
plain, eaſy, and intelligible : And that 
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the End of the Chriſtian Faith hęing to 
lead honeſt moral Lives, we are not to 
depart from 1t, either knowingly, orby 
blindly and implicitely following de- 
ceitful Guides. So you ſay: But yet I 


_ underſtand your Meaning to be, by com- 


paring it with the former Clauſg, even 
the Paſtors and Teachers of the Church , 
yet with due Regard to their Titles, 
Diſtinctions, and Offices; for to follow 
any body blind-fold, is to walk in the 
Dark. Beſides, you rightly ſay, That 
the Scripture is the Rule of Faith; and 
being attended to with Sincerity, Reve- 
rence, and Humility, is our only War- 
rant, and weare thereby ſure not to be ſe- 
duced : That is. ſay I, our Guides being 


inkallible, cannot err, if we do con- 


ſent only to what is thereby evident to 
us, always ſuſpending our Aſſent in all 
Matters thereby not evident to us. 
This, Sir, you will find in my Wri- 
ting to have been my ſteady Opinion, 
and many Times expreſſed almoſt in 
your Words. It pleaſed me likewiſe 
very much, to find that you have en- 
| tertained 


a. _ So yo WP 
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tertained with me the like Notion and 


Senſe of St: Pauls Words, 1 Tim. iv. 1. 


ArSaciardas Ai, the Doctrine of Dai- 
mons, not the Doctrine of Devils, as 
taught by Devils, but the Doctrine of 
Daimons, as a Doctrine then and 
formerly taught by Man, to wit, to 
worſhip ſuch as were, or were deem- 
ed Agents or Mediators between God 
and Man; and that in this Senſe 
it was objected to St. Paul preaching 
Jeſus and the Reſurrection, As xvii. 
And was in this Senſe alſo foretold by 
him, That'in Times then to come, Men 
ſhould give heed to this Doctrine. But 
you fay this is an Error peculiar to the 
Church of Nome That it is their Er- 
ror, and that they do ſuperabound in 
it, I readily acknowledge, and have al- 
ſo declared it in my ſincere Thonghts, 
long ſince laid before you, only humbly 
offering to Conſideration, whether their 
firſt” and fundamental Error herein be 
not the very Objection that was made 
to St. Paul, and by him roundly re- 
buked, but yet ſince put in Practice by 

| | B 2 „ 


(4) 
the Romaniſis, and not reformed from 
by others. And if this be one of thoſe 
Things meant in your Text, whereof 
the Brethren are to be put in Mind, as 
is pretty plainly inſinuated by, and de- 
ducible from your Clauſe above reci- 
ted, then you ought to have put your 
Auditory in Mind alſo of putting the 
Brethren in Remembrance thereof, and 
how buff St. Paul ſtood to his objecting 
Opponents, charging them over and 
over wich the Sin and Guilt of ſuch a 
Worſhip . That they were a«io:1Sauuoreriges 
too too full of Daimon Worſhip to have 
any Thing of tat Nature preached to 
them, having reviewed their =*fdguers, 
and rebuking their Guilt therein, and 
that they ought to have no other Gods 
but one, who made the World, and all 
Things therein, and all Nations of one 
Blood ; the very God that was preach- 
ed to them by their own Poets, by the 
very Dictates of Reaſon and Nature; 
and that it was apparent, even by Phi- 
loſophy, that in him they lived, and 
moved, and had their Being; and that 


the 


(s) 


the whole Godhead was manifeſt .in 
them already; ſo manifeſt, that if they 
would but have groped after him, 
they might have found him; ſo there 
was no Oteaſion, of preaching to them 
any other God or Daimon, or any other 
Law of Faith touching God or good 
Works; which was the Subſtance of the 
Law already written in their Hearts, 
the Moral Law : But my Doctrine 
is, ſays the Apoſtle, That God now 
commands all Men every where to re- 
pent. of their Idolatries, and of their Sins 

committed by that known Law, becauſe 
God hath now appointed a Day where- 
in he will judge the World by the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, whom he had ordained, 
and had given Aſſurance thereof to 
all Men, vzz, Reaſon to believe it, 
in that he had raiſed him from the 
Dead. This was what he meant by 
preaching Jeſus and the Reſurrection; 
no new God, no new Notions of God, 
nor' yet any new Daimon to be wor- 
ſhipped, but a dreadful Expectation of 
Judgment, in Cafe of Non-R  cpentance 3 
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and upon Repentance and Amendment 
of Life, moſt glorious and unexpected 
News of Eternal Salvation, not only of the 
Jews, but of the Gentiles alſo! and what 
they had neither ſeen nor heard of, nor 
ſo much as conceiv'd, but before and 
until that Time was a Myſtery even 
from the Foundation of the World, and 
the great and only Myſtery reveal'd by 
the Goſpel, even ſingly, in a Manner, 
by St. Paul himſelf, as» the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles ! 


Now, Sir, 1n the above-mentioned 
Book laid before you, I having decla- 
red what God is, both by the Light of 
Nature, and of Revelation, and how: 
uniform they both are in their Accounts 
of him; and that I read not in Scrip- 
ture of an hypoſtatick Union; I there- 
fore preſumed to put the Queſtion, 
Whether Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour ought 
to be worſhipped as God, or not. I 
humbly offered ſeveral Arguments, and 
inſiſted that there is neither Precept nor 
Example for it in Holy Writ ; and that 
the only Faith required, of us by the 


Goſpel 


(9) 
Goſpel at this Day is, and at the Day 
of Judgment will be, only that the Lord 
Jeſus is Chriſt, or Meſſiah: Further in- 
liſting, that this of St. Paul to the 
Athenians, is a Determination in Point; 
and that his Words in 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
are a Prophecy of the Declenſion of the 
Church in this Behalf, and are of thoſe 
Things whereof we are to be put in 
Remembrance by our Biſhops and Tea- 
chers. And I expected that Mr. Crox- 
all, having made ſuch broad Hints and 
Conceſſions, p. 7. would have ſpoke 
to the Point. And here I crave Leave 
to remind you of what you have for- 
merly ſaid upon it ; for you were plea- 
ſed on Chriſtmas Day 1719. after the 
Publication of my ſincere Thoughts, 
and with a particular View towards 
them, and as in Anſwer to them, and 
to treat more particularly on the Di- 
vinity of our Saviour, and which you 


| ſeemed to think almoſt improper for 


the Day of his Nativity ; yet according 
to your then Sentiments, not ſo im- 
proper as you ſeemed to think ; for 

you then preached, and moſt loudly de- 
| clared, 
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elared, © That it was a God that was 
« begotten, as well as a God that did 
4 beget; and that, therefore, he was pro- 
e perly called both the Son of God, and 
© the Son of Man: That he was called the 
“Son of Man, to denote the Humanity 
he took from the Nature of his Mother, 
« that he was called the Son of God, to 
« ſhew his Participation of the Godhead 

© of his Father, there being the ſame 
« Reaſon ( you ſaid) for the OG as the 

© other.” 

Theſe, Sir, are your own Words; 
for tho' you preach'd the Sermon in 
ſome Heat, as being driven and promp- 
ted to it by others, yet you were alſo 
afterwards very kind in laying it he- 
fore me in Writing at my Requeſt, 
with Leave to take Notes of it: Which 
I did accordingly ; and afterwards, up- 
on a perſonal Conference with you, 
you may pleaſe to remember, that I 
objected to you, That if a God begot, 

and a God was begotten, that then 
it was as plain that there are two 
Gods, as that one and one makes two; 
to which Inference you ſeemed to con- 


{ſent 


eis) 
conſent by your Silence. But I farther 
objected, That your aſſigning the ſame 
Reaſon for his Divinity as for his Hu- 
manity, and making them both depen- 
dant on his being begot, as aforeſaid; 
that you thereby ſeemed to make light 
of the Hypoſtatick Union: To which 
you readily anſwered, That you had no 
Notion of it. I farther enquired what 
was to be thought of the Eternal Gene- 
ration ; you did as readily anſwer, 
That neither had you any Notion there- 
of. But in Anſwer to my Thoughts 
grounded on St. Paul's Words, Ace 
xvii. 31. Becauſe he hath appointed © 
42 Day wherein he will judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he 
bath ordained; whereof he hath given 
Aſſurance unto all Men, in that hehath 
raiſed him from the Dead. In anſwer 
to this, you were pleaſed to fay with 
great Aſſurance, © That a Man of Judg- 
ment and Perſpicuity, muſt needs 
« find and fee, that this Verſe was 
«© wrong tranſlated; for as God had 
* appointed a Day © i in which he will 
C judge 
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judge the World ey Fitcuoourn in Righ- 


ſo alſo it is % "ale in 


© the Man, (not by the Man,) but 
* in the Perſon of the Man whom he 
in whom (you ſay) 


had ordained; 
upon all ſuch Occaſions, dwelleth the 
© Fulneſs of the Godhead.” 


This is 


your Anſwer in Writing, which you 


vouchſafed me on this Occaſion. Here- 
upon I turned to my Lexicon, and that 


teaches me, that & in ſacris literis per He- 
braiſmum vim omuium prepoſitionum obti- 
net But not daring to rely too much 
hereupon, I think it better to have Re- 
courſe to the other Apoſtles; and firſt, 
St. Peter, Acts x. 42. He. [Jeſus] com- 
manded us [the Apoſtles] fo preach un- 
to the People, and to teſtify that it is he 
which was. ordamed of God to be the 
Judge of Quick and Dead. Here can 
be no Miſinterpretation, neither can 
there be any in that of St. Fobn, (John 
v. 22.) For the Father judgeth no Man 
but hath committed all udgment to the 
Son And, Ver. 27. hath given him Au. 
g to execute Coke alſo, be- 
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canſe 


4.2, 

tauſe he is the Son of May. And there- 
fore, ſay I, he could not do it without 
a delegated Authority, without a Com- 
miſſion. And Samuel Clark's Senſe of 
theſe laſt Words i is, That he is to judge 
the World even in that Capacity, vi. 
as Son of Man. And why may not he 
judge the World, the Gentile World, 
in the Capacity of a Man, as his Twelve 
Apoſtles, in the like Capacity, are to 
judge the Twelve Tribes of Ie; or 
would you ſuppoſe that the Godhead 
will then alſo dwell in them bodily ? 
This your Explanation of the Godhead 
dwelling bodily in Jeſus Chriſt only up- 
on eſpecial Occaſions, puts yet greater 
Difficulties upon our Confeſſions of him 
as the Eternal God, equal to the Fa- 
ther, and of one Nature with him ; and 
is not in the leaſt an Anſwer to the 
Athenian Philoſophers. To dwell in 
Chriſt bodily, doth not, without other 
Words, import occaſionally, which is 
your own Word, n6t ſcriptural, I am 
ſure. But as God Almighty dwelt in 
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the Ark, and was thereby God with 
us, [the People of 1/ael,) fo he was 
always preſent there, for any Thing 1 
ever heard to the contrary. And as 
our Saviour was the Anti-Type of the 
Ark, the "Taachewy in his own Blood, 
Rom. iii. 25. So God in him, was God 
with us; [both Jews and Gentiles] not 
only occaſionally, but as long as he 
dwelt among us; God dwelt in him 
bodily, and ſpake to us by him. Now 
your Notions of an Occaſional Indwel- 
ling of the Godhead in Chriſt Jeſus, if 
that be all that is meant by the Scrip- 
tures, mult certainly be an Argument 
againſt the worſhipping of Chriſt Jeſus, 
as God. And if you obſerve St. Paul's 
Words, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5, 6. you will find 
them to ſuit ſo exactly with what paſ- 
ſed between St. Paul and the Athenians; 


chat it is alſo a Determination of the 
fame great Point in Queſtion, and of 


equal Force and Authority with the 
former, if I rightly underſtand them. 


But that's the Queſtion; and I there- 


fore enquire what the true Senſe of 
St. Paul 


( 13 ). 
St, Paul herein is: And you now ſeems» 
ing to have a right Notion of the Aube: 


21ans Objection to St. Paul, T am here: 
by prompted, and do humbly erave 
your Thoughts of St. Pauls Anſwer to 
the Objection. For to you, Sir, as Vi- 
car of Hampton, I am bound as a Pa- 
riſhioner, to apply for Inſtruction, and 
it is your Duty to inſtruct me. And 
this I write with great Purity and Sin- 
cerity of Heart, and with an open and 
free Mind, not byaſſed and bigot- 
ted, but ready and willing to hear and 
receive the Truth. But if St. Paul hath 
determined the Point in Controverſy, 
as I really think he hath, we ought to 
be taught accordingly, or, at leaſt, the 
true Senſe of it; for it ſeems to be one 
of thoſe Things pointed at in your Text, 
as by the firſt fix or ſeven: Lines of the 
ſeventh Page of your Sermon appears; 
and I am ſorry that you only sketched 
it out, without farther, ſpeaking to it as 
you ought, and as I am perſwaded you 
will, being thus called upon to put 
the Brethren in Remembrance of ſo. no- 

ted 


( 14 ) 
1 teda Determination of St. Paul in fo con- 
ſiderable a Point, with Reference to our 


daily Prayers, yet rightly and clearly 
nne by few or none. 


I am, 
; | Reverend -* # 
St 7 „Tours moſt reſpectfully, 


Day, 1721. 


W. STAUNTON, 
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Fuſs Publiſh'd ; | Flve Theological 
Tracts, written by WILLIAM 
STAUNT/ON:;, late Clerk in 
Chancery, viz wk 


I. XN Epiſtolary Conference, with Dr. 

A Waterland, concerning the Doctrine 
of the Trinity; in a Courſe of Letters 
which paſs'd between Mr. "Staunton and 
Dr. Waterland, The printing of theſe Ler- 
ters was at fiſt forbidden by Dr. yrmer lind, 
who now conſents to the Publication of them. 


II. Sincere Thoughts, touching the Faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Doctrine of the Apo- 
ſtles; proving, That there is neither Precept nor 
Example for Worſhipping Chriſt, as God, in the 
Holy Scriptures,” &c. With a Poſtſcript, occa- 
ſion d by Dr. Mangey's Plain Notions concern- 
ing the Trimty, | 


III. A new Diſcourſe of Repentance and 
Faith: Of great Uſe to prevent, and which 
ſurpriſingly ſuperſedes all modern Contro- 
verſies in Religion. 


| IV. Reaſon and Revelation ſtated : Occa · 
ſton d by two Sermons of Dean Young's, 1703. 
entitled, The Miſdom of Believing, « < - I have 
| | read 
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dead this Reply to Mr. Toung, and think Mr. 


Haumom has greatly the Ad vantage 1 in that 
Diſpute. W.TVhiſtoz. 


V. AReview of Mr. I hiſtun t twenty three 
Propoſitions eoncerning the Primitive Faith of 

Chriftians abom the Trinity and Incarnation, 
With Alterations, Diſtinctions, and Notes there- 
on; and upon his Table of Creeds; and 
upon the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions. With a 
Courſe of Letters to and from Mr. Whifton 
leading and relating thereto. Publiſh'd at 
the earneſt Requeſt of Mr. I hifton. 


« Sip, 6 I am exceeding glad to meet with 
ſo good a Chriſtian, 10 thoughtſul a Reaſonex 
* and fo religious & Man, engaged in this mo- 
% mentousEnquury, @c. (concerning the Doc- 
& trine of the Trinity.) W. Whiſton.” 

See his Firſt Letter to Mr. Staunton, 
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